20 : AND TO THE N YES? 
RDS Spiritual and Temporal; and the 
' Commons Aſſembled in Parliament. 


The bumble Petition of T mas Violet of Lon en 
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ho 
Gollfmith. 


; (2) 
that five ounces ſilk, and three * filver make a pound Venice; and 
dyed fill, and font ounces of courſe ſilver 


4 — 


ration daun, © your 
take, this deſige was to ſuſſer the = Wiredeawers to: work ini- 
quity by a Law, and to- cozen the Nobility, Gentry, and Common- ; 
alty by Authority, as the Silkmen did when they had a Corporation 13 
to Regulate heavy died filk about 1634. 

It was proved, the 8 in the Corporation, that was truſted- 
to regulate the dying fil, was the pri offenders, that cozened 
the Kingdom by heavy died filk, and for that reaſon. the Patent 
was damned. The like atuſe was proved in Parliament againſt theſe 
Wiredrawers and Refiners Predeceſſors, about the Year 161 9. yet 
naw” the geld Wiredrawers and Reſiners look. for a Corporation. 
It was anc in Parliament, theſe men, controry. to their truſt, * 
made ſilver Jace with a core of Copper, and daily ſould it for good and 
fine filver to the buyers and wearers. Sir Giles Monperſon,. and Sir 
Michael,Kts. were both fined, and degraded by the Parliament, for 
procuring the gold Wiredrawers, from King JaMEs, to have a 

orpo ; and for aſting and practiſing with the gold Wire- 4 
drawers to cogen the. the Patent was damned in a quiet | 
Parliament, your Petitioner humbly refers to the Records of Par- 
this buſineſſe, about 1619. 

V. His: late Majeſty of bleſſed Memory, after many daies hearing 
at the Council 'Pable, and upon complaint ro Him, and His Privy 

— Wardens: and forme of the Company of /Goldfmiths, 
your and ſome others, was commanded by the Privy 
Council to make a ſearch, and we did diſcover in ſeveral Shops in 
Londpn, one hundred and odde ſtveral parcels of courſe and adulterate 
. wire, thread, Jace, and < „expoſed and vended for good ſilver 
VI. Whereupon his late Majeſty of bleſſed Memory, did by His a 
- Proclamatiom and Commiſſion. inthe 1 r. Yearof His Reign, ſetele 
- this \Manufafturect gold and ſilver wire, and lace, &. and reſtrained 
.allabuſes, and bythe: care of Al Privy Council, and ſome eminent: 
— nolenats for that buſineſs, and the 
- King would not truſt the Wiredrawerg or Refiners with a Corporation; 

the 


(3) | 
the Commifioners did from 2635. tell theſe rroables 164. cxuſeall 
abuſes to be ſtepped, and made this Manufacture of good filver , wad 
paied the K ing inlew of his Cuſtoms above four thouſind pounds a years 
tor all this time your Petitioner was appointed by Patent under the 
Great Seal of Exgland, to ſee to the due R 2 of all theſe Ma 
nu factures, and by his vigilance prevented all former ubuſes. 

And your Petitioner did warrant, and put in fecurity into the Ex- 
chequer, that all gold and filver wire drawn at the Office for making 
of any gold or filver lace, thread, cloth of gold or filver, or imbroide- 
ry, was all good fine filver, according to the Standard appoinred , or 
elſe to pay the full damage to the party grieved. This Regulation eons 
tinued till the coming in of the Scots, the obſtruction of the Law, 
the death of the Earl of Stafford, 4 

And ſhortly after, His Ma j:ſty being forced by Tumults from Low 
don, the Commiſſioners appointed to Regulate this buſineſſe, attend- 
ing His Majeſty, went from 7 or:don alſo, and ever fince the King- 
dom hath been cozened by the workers of gold and filver lace, &c. 
as your-Petitioner can demonſtrate at large , and is certified by a 
Committee of the pretended Parliament 1657. 

Voor Petitioners hunible prayer is to your Ma jeſty, that bis Patent 
u hich he hath granted to Kim under the Great Seal of England for 
two liver, may be confirmed on him; that your Majeſty and the Par- 
liament ſettle ſuch Orders and Rules, that this Manuſacture of gold 
and ſilver Jace, and thread, cr. may be all warranted to the Kingdom. 
Your Petitioner hath already put in ſecurity in the Exchequer, to 


warrant-the ſame to all Perſons ; and thas eſpecial care be taken, 


that the gold Wiredrawers never be truſted to manage this Regula- 
tion: But your Petitioner being the publick Officer, und he is no 
Trader in this Manufacture, have the truſt of managing and aſ- 
ſaying of this Manufacture: And that you would be pl to lay 
fuch an Exciſe on the filver wire employed in this Manufacture, 
as may in ſome proportion ſatisfie His for that -He loſeth 
in His Cnftomes, by ſinffering this M to be made in Eng- 
land, there being now no Exciſe laid on this Manufacture, which 
may bear an Exciſe better then many - other oomodities taxecl; 
the Book of Rates in the Cuſtom bouſe will inform - you in this 
particuler, for an Exciſe to be in ſome | | 


n to that. Tr Ne, Mu 
1 * 3 r er Soered fext, beſeech- 
og Your Majeſty, and this High Court of Parliament, to take no- 


te 


tice that your Petitioner heth ſuſfered above twenty 
damages, by ferving Your Royal Father of bleſſed Memory, and 
bringing His late Majeſties gracious Letter to London, 1643. To 


Lord Mayor, and Aldermen of Londen, for doing thereof, 1 —_— 
_ | 


LEY 
* 
' by 6 
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(4) 

impriſonment in the Tower four years, and before, and fince, was com- 
mitted on Ship-board, in Peter-bouſe, Kings-bench, and Serjeant at 
Armes cuſtody, in all, in ſeveral Priſons, about eight years, for his 
RO our Majeſtics Royal Father of bleſſed Memory. In tender 

whereof, your Peticioner humbly deſires his Patent for 
ewo lives for the ſurveying, ſealing, and aſſaying this Manufacture, 
RING? to your Petitioner for one and thirty years, with all 
fees, and power, formerly granted co your Petitioner by your Royal 
Father of bleſſed Memory, under the Great Seal of Englaxd, and the 
ſame to be confirmed by your Majelty, and this High. Court of Par- 
liament, to your Petitioner and his Aſſigns, in conſideration of your 
Petitioners great lofles, as aforeſaid. 


(And your Petitioner, as in duty 
bound, ſhall ever pray,&c.) 


THOMAS. VIOLET. 


An Advertiſemont from the workin g Cutlers, 
Within this City of London, and Suburbs thereof, 


N bs a that we have already made ſome: progreſs, in detecting the 
& unjuſt and fraudulent ptactiſes of the Caſters of Silver Hilts, in and 
about Zexden; We, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, do hereby alſo, out of 
an humble and due reſpect to all Perſonages of honour, and in order to 
the publick good, give notice; That upon the firſt of November inſtant, 
. made by the Matters, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants of the right 
Worſhi of Goldſmiths Lendim, there were by them found 
in the hands and cuſtodie of the -Shop-keepers of the C many 
ſuppoſed Hilts of Silver, which they accordingly ſeized on: And after 
Tryal made at the Teſt of their Hall, finding them to confiſt of an adul- 
 terated and mixt Mettal, andeo want much of Sterling in every __ 
4 
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they the ſaid — * did immediatly ſen 
mons to 1 a Gerdiib jag appear before them on dey the fu fen Tradef: 
| yning them likewiſe to hoactaheſe 
bring with them the an re Ry IO who were ar: e Cafters of the Hilts be good men the 
fore-ſpecified : Who then and there appearing, the Silyer-fmiths had all Cutler: af ten- 
their Hits broken before their faces, .and were every man of them (for den, all Manu- 
their unconſcionable dealings) fined. Not to mention, that one of theſe __— 
Files thus ſeized on and teſted, was known to want no leſs thentenShil- l made, all 
lings in the pound; aud how that this caſting of Silver Hilts ( eſpecially coſenage dil 
of acorrupt mixture) was never much heard of, till Olivers days: it being covered and 
an Invention crept up in thoſe tyrannical and Lawleſs times, wherein eve. <*<2<% te 


ry man did that which was right in his own eyes. on _ | 
Thomas Waddington. | Thomas Fuller. men, and the 
Thomas Ward. Richard Stanford. benefit * 
Thomas Edward. 7h Hawgood. N 
Jobs Outlaw. George Level. would nor 
Henry Pantos. John Hintos. dailybe cheat- 
Edward Wwdward. Robert Martin. ed in Gold 
John Stanton. Thomas Price. and _ 
Thomas Sweetman.- John Carter. on_ * 
John Bibb.. J Daniel Wilſon. 133 


the Cutters. 


M Ay it pleaſe your Majeſly, and the high Court of Parliament, This 
day meeting with the above · ſaid advertiſement from theſe honeſt 
Tradeſmen the — of London; I thought it my Duty humbly to Re- 
preſent the ſame to you : That ſo you may ſee out of Their own mouths 
of theſe honeſt men that deſire a Reformation, what abuſes they conſeſſe 
hath crept into their Trade ſince the late lawleſſe Times, wherein every 

man did what * ight in his own eyes, and have Coſened the King. 
dom, efj rſons of honour 22 the like and greater a- 


— ad 8 the Refiners of gold and ſilver, the 
. Arr. and 


— hin this twenty years many ſcore thouſand of pounds, and 
yet none of them complain or deſire of a Redreſs Petitioned for, or pre- 
ſented by any 2 advertiſement from the gold wyerdrawers, or ſilk- 
| 2 3 or ſilver, 828 of the dayſy abuſes and - 

t upon the Nobility that wears gold and filver lace, | 

| eicher the heavy died Alk —— made into all theſe Manu- - 

factures, it is for their profit to have theſe cheats put upon the wearers, . 

- and therefore they will not complain of them. 

But inſtead thereof an earneſt indeavour of the Wyerdrawers and Re- 
RO Ie RN Lorin to bythe Judgoof that Re- 

4 y gula-. 
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| | 3 (6 8 | | 
gulation, the defignis, to coſen chexingdom by Authority of a Corpo- 
ration, as they didin to 19. ſee the Records in Parhament, and 1634. in 
the ſilk Corporation, where the principle of the Corporation being 
great ſilkmen, were the 2 offenders that cheated the Kingdom, 
and were ſentenced intheStar-chamber,and their Corporation made void; 
When the Conftable is the thief the Hew and 7 wi { never be ſerved; the cer- 
tificate of thè Committee for Trade ſers forth the great miſchief a Cor- 
poration to the gold wyerdrawers would do the Kingd om, to which Cer- 
tifieate I humbly refer. | 


A I haveattended the Wardens, and Company of Goldſmiths, and their 
X Court of Aſſiſtants, and complained to them of theſe abuſes dayly pra- 
ctiſed by Refiners of filver, gold wyerdrawers , and filkmen , and they 


have all of them acknowledged it to be true, and they have given me 
thanks at ſeveral Courts ofaſſiſtants in their Hall for my Information, 
and have deſired me to preſent the ſame to your Majeſty, and yout Privy 
Councel. : 

And have promiſed me upon Order of this Parliament to them and 
me, that they and your Petitioner, would ſer down ways for the Regu- 
lation and preventing theſe abuſes for the furure. This they know I can 

Toe Cemp®ly of do, by reaſon of my former employment ſix years for the due Regula- 
1 ting theſe Manufactures, I eauſed theſe Manufactures to be made as ex- 
OY 7 atly as the plate or money of the Kingdom. | 
with ibe uch I knowing many of the workers, an — blind places and corners, 
ond eſſey of al (till theſe late troubles that deſtroyed all Government and Order) in 
— Plate Jas, and about London, where theſe Manufactures are adulterntiy wrought , 
Vote worihity and fo from time to time your Petitioner. will diſcover and prevent 
nf juit}y diſ them, I knowing the makers and venders of bad ſilver for theſe works. 
covered ths Ihe Worſhipful Company of Goldſmiths, the Wardens and Aſſi- 
ereat truif for ſtants, have delired me to preſent theſe ſame abuſes to the High Court 
pron e of Parliament, that ſo upon an Examination before a Committee, the 
"611 lan ie powers that I have under the Great Seal of Exg/and, fot ſearchin 
£ yed POW © Rave 8 
for this Pe/ ſor- in all places, to ſeize and deſace all adulterate gold and ſilver lace, 
mence , and ſo wirt, thread, ſpangies, may be confirmed by Parliament, and the War- 
„ "dens, and A ſſiſtantꝭ of rhe Company of Goldſmiths and your petition- 
Ferie er, who are no Traders in gold and ſilver lace, thread, or wire, though 
Gran, thy are they be Artiſts, to joyn and aſſiſt me from time to time, as 1 find out 


very fit perſons theſe Offences and ors, and bring them to puniſhment, and as 1 


+4 Pa be * find out the blind places and workers, and venders of this adulterate 

4 lle theſe He courſe filver Manufactures, to bring the ſame to Goldliniths-ball, and 

nu fact ure upog TO deface their work, being found upon aſſay ro be courſe and adul- 

ſe-urety given by terate, and under ſterling, or not duly wrought with a due proporti- 
lem. on of ſilver to ſilk. 

This Order and Regulation will prevent the culling and melting down 

the heavy currant ſilver Coynes of the Kingdom, and prevent all _—_— 

abuſes, 
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| mT | -, 
abuſes , the Company of Goldſmiths 45 aſſiſting, adviſing, and coun- 
tenancing your Petitioner to diſcharge the Truſt and Dutie of his place 
acco to the powers already to Your Petitioner under the 
Great Seal of England , that ſoall former abuſes may be prevented, and 
the credit of this Manufacture reſtored to be made and warranted to all 
the wearersto be as good ſilver as the Plate or mony of the Kingdom. 
And forthe due incouragement of the Company of iths to 
joyn wich your Petitioner to look carefully aſter this Regulation for the 
ſacure; that after your Petitioners Grant under the Great Seal be expi- 
red, that then by Authority of this Supreme Court, the Powers, Fees, 
and Sallaries,be for ever hereafter annexed and granted to the Company 
of Goldſmiths to inable them to do this ſervice; and to inable them to 
warrant all gold and filver wyer drawn by them at ſuch place or places as 
ſhall be agreed on far the making all the aforeſaid Manufactures to be 1 
good filver, not under ſterling, eK 3 
They putting in ſuch F the King as ſhall be by Him thought ante of your 
good: to warrant all gold and ſilver wyer by them drawn for any theſe Petitioners 
Manufactures to be good ſilver. | | Grant, 1 or 
This courfe will perſect the Reformation, and prevent the daily abuſes lie Com- 
put on all the wearers of gold and ſiſver ace when this Regulation is con- any of Gold- 
firmed and fetled by A ity of Parliament; And when your Petitio- mich for - 
ner being joyned with the Company of Goldſmiths that are Antiſts, but their care and 
no Traders in this Manufacture, ſhall be bound to warrant rhe ſame to *fſtance in 
all the wearers, and your Petitioner and the Company of Goldſmiths be . 
the overſeers to look to the wyerdrawers, ſilkmen, and other Traders one third part 
in this Commodity ſhall do their duties according to the Ia. | of the Gear 
| hos - x - 15 ö £0 8 pron W ic! 
Tour Petitioner hiembly prays your Majeſty and this Supr me Court « 90M 


fo e Committee to examine theſe particulars, and in re- — po 
| g$ardof your Petitioners great loſſes and (uſferings for your Ma- this I hun bly 
Tae, Lal Father of blefſed memory, and alſo in regard of your offer, becauſe 
ri | rdabilitie to pr. | | would have 
Petitioners experience andabilitie to privent, find ent; anddiſro- 2 
vrr, the dark and biddim mayer, corners and ſecrets of the work- — 1 
mes that adulterately work. this Aſauuſacturt contrary ts the 4 parts » 
py a ver pier age oe never been nor will be widhihis Ma- 
a Traar inanyoft d Commedinies, whireby he might nofadture. 
be indueedfor bis private gain ts be corrupted, — ** if all — co 2 X 
the tr your Petitioner "nid have his Parent confirwd vnd be moſt 
on him for one and thirty years by 4. Parliament, with ſuch profitable and 
Powers, Fer andSallaries,as your Piritione® bat alveady grant- 49vaotageous 
ed to him for two lives under the Great Seal of Englund. _ — ng 


And your Peritioner ſhell cvur Pray; &uc. | 
EW EIN APART. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, your Royal Father taking notice of the 
great quautities of Engliſh gold tranſported by Merchauts and others, in 
the 12 year of His Reign, by the advice of His Council, c me 
Thomas Violet to ſind out and diſcover the Offendors ; And I did not de- 
ceive the Kings expectation, for theſe ſourten men hereafter named, were 
ſentenced for tranſporting gold at my proſecution and diſcovery, 13 Car. 
in the Star- Chamber, in which proſecution I ſpent 1960 J. and His Ma- 
jeſty in regard of this ſervice and expence, gave me the Office for ſurvey- 
ing, ſealing, aſſaying, and regulating gold and ſilver wire, thread, and 
Jace, His Majeſty well knowing I underſtood this myſtery, to prevent the 
frauds of the gold wiredrawers, and would faichfully do it. 
Charles Frank 4000! Y Rich. Cockrem 1000! \ Iſaac Frames 1000 l. 
Robert Ellis 4000'( John Parrat 1000! / Henry Futter 500 l. 
Iſaac Romeere 3000! > Peter Hery 1000 Henry Sweet ing 500 E. 
Faceb Drlew 1c00! Jahn Terry , 2000! John Perrin 1007. 
Roger Fletcher 1000! I Timothy Eman 2000! 

The total *f the ſaid Fines amount to the ſumme of 241001. 


Your Majeſty bath lately ſet out ſeveral Proclamations err tranſ- 
Pareng and ſilver — — licence, and giving for gol Lone 2 : 8. 
ps day break Your Proclamations, ive for 
goid21 8 215; Lond (por — Aſibver dut of t Ng- 

om without licence, to the deſtruction of the Mint. I have lately humbly 
petitioned your Majeſty, offering to diſcover the Offendors, ſtop the tran- 
ſporting gold andfilyer without your Majeſties licence. This Petition 
your Majeſty: ACiou Teferend red to Your Officers of the Mint, and 
they all of them knowing what I have done formerly, have certcfied the 
Right Henourableche Lord Treaſurer, that it is for your Majeſties ſer- 
vice for to imploy your Petitioner, and grant him the Fees humbly deſi- 
red, to 3 his charge in proſecution and intelligence, and for his 

Pains, and it is a ſureway to hinder this miſchief, and keep the Mint on 
work. If your Majeſty make one hundred Proclamations, and appoint 
vo particular perſon to make it his buſineſs to ſee that Your Law be not 
broken c ing this matter, this miſchief will not be prevented; for 
every mans is no mans buſineſs, and this cannot be done but at 

reat charge, few people know the way, or can imagine and find out the 


ark n of tranſporting gold and ſilver. 

And if your Majeſty will have the tranſporters of money diſcovered , 
I humbly offer to dp it. ſo Ib payed far my charge, gs the Officers of the 
Mint have which I kumbly ſubmit a: your Majefties, and this 


High Court of Parliaments feet. When your Majeſtic hath a deſire to 
hinder che Tranſporting of Gold or Silver without Licence, then to em- 
—.— humble petitioner, who will an his life, do ir, ſo your — 

ive but order to the Barons of the Exchequer, to ſeeYour Laws obſerved. 


THOMAS VIOLET. 


